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We are Finally Joining the 
Age of Technology

We are very excited to announce that have
begun to design a website.We are hoping to

have it up and running within the next one to
two months.

Along with being able to provide you with clinic and medical
information, we will also begin sending your pet’s reminders via
email.We are offering a one-time $2 discount if you provide,
update or confirm your email address.

For those who wish to not receive reminders via email,
postcards will be sent.

Our hope is to also be able to send newsletters via email and
provide you with more seasonal issues regarding your 
pet’s health.

Along with our new website, we will have an online store

which will allow you to purchase medication such as
heartworm preventative as well as flea and tick products and
have them sent directly to your home.

Each client will also have the opportunity to create a Pet
Portals account, which will allow you to access your pet’s
records at home. It will allow you to email appointment and
medication refill requests. Pet Portals will even allow you to
create email reminders to send to yourself to remind you to
give your pet heartworm preventative, apply flea/tick
preventative or even remind you of an upcoming appointment
with us.

Watch your inbox in the future for updates on our progress.

Baby and Me
I’m back! It’s been a long time, but I can’t wait to tell you
what has been going on in my life. For those of you who
don’t remember me. My name is Kasey, and I am a three-
year old Bichon/Cocker/Poodle mix. I am the special doggie
receiving injections because of my allergies. My “mom” is a
receptionist at Deer-Grove Veterinary Clinic.This story isn’t
just about me, but about my new “baby sister” that has
joined my family. My sister, Hanna, joined my family on
November 3, 2008. BUT my family was planning for her
arrival before she came.They were worried about how I
would feel once she came into this world.You see I was
basically the only child, besides my cat sister. I was used to
being the one who got ALL the kisses and attention. My
“mom” and “dad” went to a class at Babies R Us put on by
the Dane County Humane Society.They received a lot of
information about bringing a baby home when there are
pets in the home. Unfortunately, one of the top reasons
that animals are surrendered to the Humane Society is
when a child is added to a family. Besides having a
volunteer talk to their group, my family also received a
folder with lots of information. From a list for getting your
pet baby ready, different games to play, and helpful ideas for
creating a safe and happy household.They even received a
CD of crying baby sounds to play for me before my “baby
sister” arrived home.The Dane County Humane Society is
offering this class for $7 per family at different locations
around the area.To find out more information about the
Baby-Ready Pets class, please contact Emily at the D.C.H.S.
The number is (608) 838-0413 ext# 115 or e-mail her at
esteinwehe@giveshelter.org.There is no reason to have to
get rid of a pet just because you are having a baby. You
need to prepare your pet for the change. Most dogs are
used to being the “baby” of the family and may find it
difficult to lose this position.The American Kennel Club
suggests these steps: Make gradual changes to your dog’s

routines—such as where the dog sleeps or when he
exercises—before the baby comes home, so the dog will
not associate the changes with the baby. Play a tape
recording of a baby crying in your house for increasing
lengths of time so you dog can adjust to the new sounds.
Bring an article of the baby’s clothing or a baby blanket
home from the hospital so the dog can get used to the
infant’s scent. And no matter what, never leave even the
most trusted dog alone with a baby or small child. I am
glad that my “mom” and “dad” took the time to prepare
me for Hanna. I have learned to love my “baby sister,” plus
it doesn’t hurt that I get lots of praise and treats when I am
a good doggie around her! My “mom” says that Hanna and
I are going to be best friends—I can’t wait!

Woof,

Kasey 
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Do You Have
Vaccine

Confusion?
-by Dr. Empey

Why do vaccines have to be so confusing? All
those letters (DHLPP) and the constantly
changing protocols of who gets what makes a
pet owner’s job difficult when trying to

determine what is best for their pet.This
article will hopefully help explain canine

vaccinations so that every owner can make
informed and educated decisions.

The first thing to be aware of is that our clinic has
recently changed its canine vaccination protocols.We
used to have a distemper vaccination called DHLPP that
protected against several diseases including leptospirosis.
This vaccine was given on an annual basis. Research has
shown that parts of this vaccine last much longer than a
year, so we have changed to using two separate vaccines.
Now your dog will receive a Leptospirosis vaccine that
lasts for one year, and a DHPP vaccine that last for three
years.That sounds great, but what do the vaccines even
protect against?

LLeeppttoossppiirroossiiss is a bacterial disease that can cause kidney
failure. It can be spread from dog to dog through
infected urine, but you can also have a more indirect
transmission through stagnant or slow-moving water.
Infected dogs can also be a threat to people as they shed
the organism in their urine and transmit it to people.The
vaccination may not prevent infection, but it does prevent
the dog from getting sick.This vaccine is notorious for
causing some animals to have an allergic vaccine reaction,
so risk of disease versus risk of reaction need to be
considered. Dachshunds and Yorkies seem to be
especially prone to vaccination reactions with the lepto
vaccine.

The DHPP vaccine protects for the following diseases;
DDiisstteemmppeerr,,  AAddeennoovviirruuss  TTyyppee  22,,  PPaarraaiinnfflluueennzzaa,,  aanndd
PPaarrvvoovviirruuss.. Let’s take a brief look at these diseases.

DDiisstteemmppeerr is a viral disease that is contagious and often
fatal disease that causes respiratory, gastrointestinal, and
nervous system signs. Dogs are infected through airborne
infection similar to how you pick up a cold. Dogs may
cough; have vomiting and diarrhea and seizure.Thanks to
the vaccine, we rarely see this disease anymore, which is
good as it is very contagious and almost always fatal.

AAddeennoovviirruuss  TTyyppee  22  ((oorr  HHeeppaattiittiiss)) is a viral disease that is
very contagious from dog to dog. Dogs will have high
fever, increased thirst, loss of appetite, tonsillitis and
possibly bloody diarrhea.The virus affects the liver,
kidneys, lymph nodes, eyes and other organs. If a dog
recovers, they may have a bluish cast to their eye.

PPaarraaiinnfflluueennzzaa is a viral disease that is very contagious and
leads to respiratory disease and possibly pneumonia in
puppies. Since it is an airborne virus, dogs can spread the
disease through coughing, sneezing or nose-to- 
nose contact.

PPaarrvvoovviirruuss is a viral disease that often is fatal.The virus is
shed in the feces and animals that are infected develop
severe bloody diarrhea and sometimes vomiting.They
also become severely dehydrated.There is no cure for
this disease. Animals often need weeks of supportive care
in the hospital with IV fluids, and even with the best of
efforts, most puppies end up dying.

The other vaccine that all dogs receive is for RRaabbiieess.. The
first time a dog receives this vaccine it is good for one
year. After that it last for three years.This vaccine is
required by law, so all dogs must have it. Rabies virus is
transmitted through saliva and attacks the nervous
system. Skunks, bats, raccoons and foxes are the most
likely carriers of rabies.The disease is fatal within 14 days
of developing signs and can be transmitted to humans
usually through the bite of an infected animal.There are
laws and fines regarding rabies vaccines, so it is important
that your dog always be current on this vaccine.

The final two vaccinations we will talk about is LLyymmee and
BBoorrddeetteellllaa.. Not all dogs receive these vaccines.We
vaccinate only dogs at risk.

LLyymmee  ddiisseeaassee is caused by a bacteria that is transmitted
through the bite of the deer tick. It causes fevers and
lameness. It is treated with a 28-day course of antibiotics.
Dogs that are exposed to heavy tick areas through
hunting, camping or just living in an area with lots of grass
and deer should be given the vaccine.The vaccine may
not always 100% prevent lyme disease, but combining it
with a tick prevention product like Frontline are the best
way to prevent this disease.This vaccine is given annually.

Continued on page 3
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Tick Diseases
Lyme disease isn’t the only disease dogs can become
infected with from ticks. Ehrlichiosis and anaplasmosis are
also tick-borne diseases we see in this area.Tick diseases,
such as ehrlichiosis and anaplasmosis, can show up in
your pet in a number of ways, often mimicking other
ailments. An infected tick needs to be embedded for
24–48 hours to transmit the infection to its host.The
organisms invade circulating leukocytes (white blood
cells) and disseminate via the bloodstream to peripheral
tissues. It is hard to detect if your dog has had a tick on
him/her, as clinical signs of tick-born diseases may not
show until 7–21 days after the initial tick bite, or your
dog may not show any signs at all.

CCaanniinnee  EEhhrrlliicchhiioossiiss
Canine ehrlichiosis is caused by the bacterium Ehrlichia
canis and is transmitted by the brown dog tick. If left
untreated, the disease progresses to a symptom-free
phase, which can last days, months or years.The most
common signs of canine ehrlichiosis include:

• Fever • Loss of appetite
• Depression • Weight loss
• Swollen lymph glands • Swelling of limbs

A broad-spectrum antibiotic will effectively treat
ehrlichiosis. Owners usually see a response to the
antibiotics in two to three days.

CCaanniinnee  AAnnaappllaassmmoossiiss
Canine anaplasmosis is caused by the bacteria Anaplasma
phagocytophilum and is transmitted by the deer tick. It
may also be referred to as dog fever, or dog tick fever.
The most common signs of canine anaplasmosis include:

• Arthritis-like stiffness • Loss of appetite
with painful joints • Diarrhea

• Fever • Lethargy
• Vomiting • Lameness

Also a broad-spectrum antibiotic will effectively treat
anaplasmosis. Owners should see a response in 7–21
days once starting the medication.

PPrreevveennttiioonn
The best prevention for keeping your dog safe from any
tick-born disease is to keep them tick free. Checking your
dog daily for ticks is the best and cheapest preventive. It
only takes a few minutes and your dog will probably
enjoy the body rub! It is best to check the whole body,
just run your fingers through your dog’s hair. If you feel
any bumps just part the hair to see if you found a tick.
An embedded tick can very in size, from the size of a
pinhead to the size of a grape.Ticks are typically brown
or black in color.Tick season in our area typically starts in
April and goes through November.There are several
over-the-counter products and medications available to
prevent ticks, such as typical preventives and collars, but
no method is 100% effective.There are no vaccines for
these two diseases.There is always a chance your dog
could get reinfected with either disease even after
completing treatment.

Superstar
Superstar is a way for us to share informational and
interesting cases with all of our clients. A couple times a
year, a new case will be selected and displayed with
photos in our clinic. Check out Lucky, our first Superstar.
Meet Lucky, a four-month-old Puggle puppy rescued by
Judy and Jon. Judy heard about Lucky through a neighbor,
who is an inexperienced breeder. Lucky (unnamed at the
time) was the last puppy of the litter, and for a reason. It
seems that one of Lucky’s littermates accidentally
scratched Lucky’s eye causing damage.The breeder was
applying eye ointment, but further treatment was
needed and fast! Lucky’s eye was now very swollen, non-
visual, and close to rupturing. Knowing that surgery was
urgent and inevitable for Lucky, Jean and Jon adopted
Lucky and brought him to the veterinary clinic
immediately.

Dr. Knipfer examined Lucky and decided that the only

way to treat Lucky’s eye would be to surgically remove
it, a procedure known as enucleation. Dr. Frame
performed the surgery in which he removed Lucky’s
injured eye and sutured the eye lids closed. Proper pain
management and antibiotics were prescribed to Lucky
for a full, comfortable recovery.

There is an alternative surgery in which a sterile
prosthetic ball is placed in the eye socket prior to
suturing the eye lids closed.The ball gives a more natural
shape (sometimes there may be a slight sunken-in look).
Judy and Jon did not feel it necessary for this procedure.

Lucky’s owners brought him back to the clinic two
weeks later for a suture removal and said Lucky was
doing great! Like Lucky, most other pets that have
enucleation surgery, have no long-term effects. So, as his
name says, Lucky was lucky to have found Jean and Jon.
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3. Brushing your pet’s teeth on a regular basis can save you
money on professional cleanings.

4. Consider doing bathing and nail trims at home to save on
grooming costs.

5. Ask if your veterinarian has generic versions of the name
brand medications your pet is taking.

6.You can also cut back on things like treats and toys in order
to save money.

If you are facing losing your home, or simply cannot afford to
keep your pet anymore, the ASPCA offers these suggestions:

1. Check with family, friends and neighbors to see if anyone 
can provide a temporary (or perhaps permanent) home for
your pet.

2. Contact shelters or rescue groups in advance because
admissions are limited. If they are able to take your pet,
provide them with all medical and behavioral history so they
are better able to place your pet.

3. Some rental properties take pets. Be sure the get a
statement in writing if said rental property agrees.

Some Like it Hot!
The Global Warming Connection
by Leigh Rebillot, CVT

In recent years, there has been an increase in media reports
about the potential effects of climate change, such as rising sea
levels, hurricanes, droughts, shrinking polar ice and extinction of
various wildlife species. Another possible, more menacing effect
of global climate change is the expansion of the endemic range
of disease vectors, including mosquitoes and ticks.This may
translate to an iinnccrreeaasseedd  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ccaasseess  ooff  ttiicckk--bboorrnnee
ddiisseeaasseess, such as Lyme disease, in geographic areas that were
traditionally thought not to harbor ticks.

Lyme disease is the most commonly diagnosed vector-borne
disease in the temperate zones of the northern hemisphere.
The disease is prevalent in several northeastern states
(Connecticut, Delaware, Maryland, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, and Rhode
Island) and two states in the upper Midwest (MMiinnnneessoottaa  aanndd
WWiissccoonnssiinn). Ninety-five percent of human cases occur in these
endemic states, but the range of Lyme disease is steadily
expanding. Some of this expansion may be due to an increase
in the deer population, a change in agricultural practices and an
increase in human activities in wooded areas. However, the
increased geographic range of Lyme disease has also been
attributed to global warming.

By definition, global warming is a phenomenon of worldwide
climate change due to human activities, including widespread
deforestation and increased production of greenhouse gases
(primarily carbon dioxide) from fossil fuel combustion. From
1920 to the present, the average global temperature has
increased by 1.4° F. Current research predicts that this number
will continue to increase by an additional 2.5° F to 10.4° F by
the year 2100, with the UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess  pprreeddiicctteedd  ttoo  eexxppeerriieennccee
tteemmppeerraattuurree  iinnccrreeaasseess  3300%%  aabboovvee  tthhee  gglloobbaall  aavveerraaggee. Along
with global warming, an expected increase in precipitation is
expected to have a more complex effect on the prevalence of

tick-borne diseases. It is likely that this
combination of factors can allow ticks to
expand their range northward, and into
higher elevations, into areas that were previously too
cold for them to survive. In addition, climate change can
indirectly impact tick populations by affecting the populations
of host species and the availability of suitable wooded habitats.
For example, the white-footed mouse, a preferred host for tick
larvae, is poorly adapted to cold weather; therefore, warmer
temperatures could increase the mouse population. In addition,
warmer temperatures resulting in an earlier spring and later
autumn could allow ticks to complete their life cycle more
rapidly.This could clearly result in a greater tick population
density and increased opportunities to transmit disease.

SSoo,,  wwhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  lleessssoonn  iinn  aallll  ooff  tthhiiss??  
Be vigilant about using tick and flea prevention products such
as FFrroonnttlliinnee  PPlluuss®® or AAddvvaannttiixx®®.They are easy to use and
applied only once a month. Also be sure to check your pets
from head to toe after coming in from outside, especially if
you’re spending time in heavily wooded areas.Ticks are easily
removed using a tweezers and the sooner they are removed
from your pet, the better. And finally, always do your part to
help control climate change. Use CFL bulbs instead of
traditional incandescent light bulbs; walk, bike or carpool to
work when you can; reduce, reuse and recycle; look into
buying energy efficient home appliances; down-size your Chevy
Suburban for a Toyota Prius; turn the water off while you’re
brushing your teeth and run the lawn sprinkler a little less
often; even grow your own vegetables and start a compost bin
in your backyard! Small changes can help benefit you, your
family and friends, the earth and your pets! 

8

BBoorrddeetteellllaa vaccine protects against a bacteria that causes
kennel cough. It is named that because it is common for a
dog to come down with this disease after spending time in
a kennel or other area with lots of dog traffic. Most
boarding kennels will require this vaccine prior to allowing
your dog to board with them, but dogs that go to the
groomer, training classes, daycare or dog parks should also
consider this vaccine.The disease itself is often not life
threatening, but can cause a deep, honking cough that

needs to be treated with antibiotics.This vaccine is 
given annually.

Hopefully this article will clear up some of your vaccination
confusion! As always, feel free to contact the clinic with 
any questions.

DDoo  YYoouu  HHaavvee  VVaacciinnee  CCoonnffuussiioonn  CCoonnttiinnuueedd  ffrroomm  ppaaggee  22

Fundraising Event
First and foremost, we would like to extend a huge thank
you to all of our clients who have so generously donated
to our Vest-A-Dog fundraising efforts.

For those of you who may not be familiar with our
efforts, our long-time receptionist, Stacey, lost her 16-
year-old daughter, Carly, in a car accident on December
18, 2008.

Carly had a huge heart, especially when it came to
animals. Carly was very active in 4-H and showed her
beloved German Shepherd,Wendi, in numerous
obedience shows.

We searched for a way to honor such a wonderful young
women and came upon Wisconsin Vest-A-Dog.This
organization raises funds to purchase bullet proof/stab
proof vests for canine officers in the state.

Each vests costs $840 and we started out with a goal of
vesting one dog in Carly’s honor.We offered nail trims
for $10 and although 84 nail trims seemed like a very
daunting goal, to our amazement, we have vested eight
dogs thus far, but we’re not through yet.

We were introduced to another organization, Dane
County K-9’s, Inc., which raises funds to benefit the Dane
County Sheriff Department’s K-9 Unit. Funds are used
for the purchase and training of the K-9 officers as well
as training for the handlers, vehicle modification and care
of the officers. Average cost for these items is $50,000.

We had enlisted the help of a wonderful client, Cheri
Krisher.Without hesitation, Cheri jumped in to help
spread the word. She challenged her family to see who
could raise the most money.To her amazement, one
family member donated $840 to vest one dog. Stacey
was gracious enough to allow Cheri to vest “Rico” in
honor of her daughter-in-law, LuAnn, who was battling
cancer. LuAnn lost her battle on April 13, 2008.

We will continue to offer nail trims for $10 and proceeds
will be split between both Wisconsin Vest-A-Dog and
Dane County K-9, Inc. in Carly’s memory.

For those who have given to honor this wonderful young
woman, again a huge thank you. For those who wish to
give and continue to help her legacy protect the K-9
officers who put their lives on the line to protect ours
every day, it’s not too late to help.

Your generous support has protected the following 
K-9 officers:

K-9 Officer “Rico” of the Dane County Sheriff ’s Department 

K-9 Officer “Gunne” of the Marshfield Police Department

K-9 Officer “Chico” of the Eau Claire County 
Sheriff ’s Department

K-9 Officer “Gilden” of the Madison Police Department

K-9 Officer “Vegas” of the Milwaukee County 
Sheriff ’s Department

K-9 Officer “Bak” of the Mt. Horeb Police Department

K-9 Officer “Johnny” of the Madison Police Department

K-9 Officer “Cliff ” of the La Crosse County 
Sheriff ’s Department

If you would like further information on either of these
organizations, please visit www.wivestadog.org or
www.danecountyk9.org.
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How to Read and Interpret Pet
Food Labels (Part 1 of 2)
By Diana Nelson, CVT 

Today’s pet owners are more health conscientious with the
food their pets consume. But do you really know what your
pet is eating? It can be a little intimidating reading the entire
list, knowing what’s going into your pet’s stomach is very
important.Whether you are in search of a new brand of pet
food, or just wanting to get a better understanding of the
ingredients your pet is consuming, the information provided
below will help you make more informed decisions about
your pet’s food.

IInnggrreeddiieenntt  LLiisstt

All ingredients are listed in order based on
weight (from heaviest to lightest) with the
water content being included in each
ingredient. For example, if poultry is the
main ingredient, (meaning first on the list),
this would include the weight of the poultry
plus its water content.That may be easy to
understand, but some ingredient lists can
get to be a little tricky. For example, if the
ingredient list reads,“chicken, ground corn,
corn gluten, ground wheat, corn bran, wheat
flour, wheat middling,” etc., you would still
assume that chicken would be the primary
ingredient, right? Actually, if you were to group all of the corn
ingredients as one, they may actually outweigh the chicken
(less the water).Therefore, it is very important to read the
food label thoroughly.

If the wording “meat by-product” is on the ingredient list,
this would be the clean parts of slaughtered animals,
NOT including meat.This would be the lungs, spleen,
kidneys, brain, liver, blood, bone, stomach and intestines
freed of any contents.

If the wording “poultry by-product” is on the ingredient list,
this would be the clean parts of slaughtered poultry, NOT
including meat.This includes heads, feet and their internal
organs (lungs, heart, kidneys, liver, intestines and abdomen).

GGuuaarraanntteeeedd  AAnnaallyyssiiss

All pet food labels must state guarantees for the minimum
percentages of crude protein, and crude fat, and the
maximum percentages of crude fiber and moisture.“Crude”
refers to the specific method of testing the product, not to
the quality of the nutrient itself. It can also contain
percentages of ash (minerals), taurine, magnesium, calcium,
phosphorus, sodium and linoleic acid.

NNuuttrriittiioonnaall  AAddeeqquuaaccyy  

Pet food labels and foods consumed by humans are regulated
differently.All pet food labels contain some kind of statement
by the Association of American Feed Control Officials,
(AAFCO), which lets us know the food has met the basic
minimums of the National Research Council’s

recommendations by either lab testing, or the food has been
fed to pets for six months or less without causing any serious
harm to the animals being fed the food.

TThhee  ““RRuulleess””  ffoorr  PPrroodduucctt  NNaammeess

TThhee  9955  PPeerrcceenntt  RRuullee.. These are foods that contain meat,
poultry, or fish in their name. For example,“Tom’s Beef for

Dogs” would have to contain 95% of
beef (without the water). If the product
name contains two meat products, they
both must add up to 95% of that food.

TThhee  2255  PPeerrcceenntt  oorr  ““DDiinnnneerr””  RRuullee.. If the
product is called,“Tom’s Beef Dinner for
Dogs,” it means that the product would
need to contain at least 25% of that
meat product (in this case, beef) without
the water. Other words that may be
used other than “dinner” would be
“platter,”“nuggets,”“formula” and
“entrée.” Since the meat product is only
25%, it most likely will be the third or
fourth ingredient listed on 
the label.

TThhee  33  PPeerrcceenntt  oorr  ““WWiitthh””  RRuullee..  The food only needs to
contain 3% of that species.The food may also contain another
animal source.

““FFllaavvoorr””  RRuullee.. This is used when a specific percentage is not
required, but there must be an adequate amount present to
be detected in the food.

Some foods may be named as “Premium,” “Gourmet,” or
“Natural.” Pet foods with these labels are not obligated to
contain any higher quality or different ingredients, and they are
not held up to any higher nutritional standards.

These are some good guidelines to consider when deciding
on a pet food to feed your pet. Not every pet is the same
and each may have certain nutritional needs that are
important to meet (ex. high energy breeds, puppies, lactating
females, or any medical condition that warrants prescription
food). By understanding the “rules” of reading pet food labels,
you can be sure you’re pet is eating the best choice 
of food.

In the next newsletter: How to Read and Interpret Pet Food
Labels: Doing the Math (Part 2 of 2).
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BUY 6 GET 
1 FREE

6-PACK

0–22 lbs Total of 7 doses: $92.70 6 doses: $78.99

23–44 lbs Total of 7 doses: $94.95 6 doses: $81.99

45–88 lbs Total of 7 doses: $97.14 6 doses: $86.99

Frontline Plus®

60 COUNT
BOTTLE

60 COUNT
BOTTLE

25 mg $62.80 $57.99

75 mg $76.00 $77.99

100 mg $92.80 $82.99

Rimadyl
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89 lbs and up Total of 7 doses: $99.36 6 doses: $88.99

Cat Total of 7 doses: $90.48 6 doses: $78.99
60 COUNT

BOTTLE
60 COUNT

BOTTLE

25 mg $47.80 $48.99

75 mg $58.00 $65.99

100 mg $71.80 $69.99

Vetprofen
Generic Rimadyl

Pet Portraits
We will once again be hosting Grey Oaks
Photography for an afternoon of pet portraits.
Below is scheduling information as well as portrait 
package options.

Please note that theses portraits can include your
“two-legged” family members if you choose.

WWhheenn:: Saturday, October 24, 2009
1:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m.

WWhheerree:: Deer-Grove Veterinary Clinics
Cottage Grove Office Lobby

PPoorrttrraaiitt  PPaacckkaaggee  OOppttiioonnss::
PPaacckkaaggee  11 = (3) 5 x 7 prints for $35

PPaacckkaaggee  22 = (12) 4 x 8 greeting card style 
prints for $49

PPaacckkaaggee  33 = CD of all images with print rights for $49

PPaacckkaaggee  44 = (3) 5 x 7 prints, CD, (12) 
4 x 8 holiday style cards 
PLUS (1) 8 x 10 for $79

CCaallll::  Grey Oaks Photography at
608.215.4289 to
schedule your appointment

The Recession and Your Pet
Unfortunately, humans are not the only species threatened by
the current recession. Shelters have coined the term
“foreclosure pets,” referring to those who are surrendered
because owners can no longer afford to keep them, according
to ABC News. And the ASPCA reports an even more
disturbing trend: animals being abandoned in foreclosed homes.
Found below are a few tips from ABC News on how to lower
costs incurred by your furry friend:

1. Buy quality pet food in bulk. Buying in bulk gives you a better
savings, just be sure to seal in an airtight container so the
food doesn’t spoil.You can also buy a bigger bag and split it
with a friend, neighbor, or family member if your pets eat the
same brand.The higher quality the food, the less your pet
actually eats because they get all of the nutrients they need
in smaller portions.

2. In terms of health care, the best way to save is
PREVENTION, PREVENTION, PREVENTION!
Make sure that your pet is getting proper nutrition
and exercise and keep your pet up-to-date on
vaccines and annual exams! An annual exam can

catch a little problem before it becomes a 
big problem.

Continued on page 8

1470390-NEW-518030-01A : 1470390-NEW-518030-01A, Flat 4 of 4 - Pages: 4, 5, 04/13/09 05:41 PM



5

Feline Vaccines
Laura Knipfer, DVM

To complete our discussion of vaccines, I have balanced Dr.
Empey’s information on canine vaccines with a summary of
the feline vaccines.

Vaccines can be divided into modified live and killed
vaccines.Vaccines are also either “adjuvanted” or
“non-adjuvanted.” An adjuvant is a small amount of
an irritant, usually an aluminum product that increases the
animal’s response to the vaccine creating a longer, stronger
immunity to the disease for which we are vaccinating. It is
believed by many in the scientific community that adjuvants
are a major contributor in the development of vaccine-
induced sarcomas in cats, which is a very serious cancer.
Adjuvants are used only in killed vaccines, where the virus
or bacteria is no longer active. Not all killed vaccines have
an adjuvant; therefore, they need to be given more often to
maintain a high immunity.The non-adjuvanted feline rabies
vaccine that we give annually is an example of this type of
vaccine. Modified live vaccines contain live virus that has
been changed using various laboratory techniques to pre-
vent it from being infective.These modified live vaccines are
very powerful and require no adjuvant for long-term immu-
nity.The FVRCP vaccine that we use is of this type.Vaccines
can be given by three different methods: subcutaneously,
which means under the skin, usually in the back legs of cats;
intranasally, which means a squirt up the nose; or transder-
mally, which means INTO the skin itself using a device
called the Vet Jet.We use this device to administer feline
leukemia vaccine which is a modified live vaccine. Finally,
feline vaccines are split up into “core” (necessary) and
“non-core” (optional) vaccines.

We recommend two CORE vaccines: the FVRCP and 
the Rabies.

FVRCP stands for Feline Viral Rhinotracheitis, Calicivirus and
Panleukopenia. FVR is a herpes virus that causes a conta-
gious upper respiratory tract disease. Symptoms include
fever, sneezing, discharge from the eyes and nose which can
result in a poor to absent appetite.The disease 

can be fatal, especially to young cats. Calicivirus 
can cause either upper respiratory tract infection or

progress to pneumonia, which is an infection of the
lungs. Calicivirus can look like FVR if it is limited to the
upper airways. If the lungs are involved, there is usually a
noticeable increase in breathing effort. Antibiotics are war-
ranted in these cases to avoid a complicating bacterial
infection.The course of this disease is usually around 10
days. Panleukopenia is more commonly known as “distem-
per.”This disease is commonly fatal and can attack the res-
piratory, the gastrointestinal and/or the nervous systems.
We use a modified live FVRCP vaccine and recommend
vaccinating at 8, 12 and 16 weeks of age, at one year, then
every three years after that. Adult cats with no vaccination
history are given two shots, one month apart, one year
later, then every three years.

The information regarding rabies infection is the same for
cats as for dogs and is explained in Dr. Empey’s article. In
contrast to dogs, the rabies vaccine for cats is given annually
instead of every three years because, like I mentioned pre-
viously, it is a non-adjuvanted vaccine requiring more fre-
quent administration to continue to provide high immunity.
This non-adjuvanted vaccine is safer for cats.

Non-core vaccines available for cats include: feline leukemia,
FIV, Bordetella and FIP.The only non-core vaccine we carry
and recommend is the feline leukemia (or FeLV) vaccine.
We recommend all kittens first be blood tested for feline
leukemia before starting this series. After testing negative,
the FeLV vaccine is administered at 12 and 16 weeks, one
year later and then likely never again as adult cats become
quite resistant to the infection naturally.This vaccine is a
transdermal using the Vet Jet device which deposits the vac-
cine directly into the dermis or skin which stimulates a
greater immune response when compared to the subcuta-
neous route of injection. It is no more or less painful than
the needle method.

A final comment regarding indoor only vs. indoor/outdoor
vs. outdoor cat vaccination schedules…the initial series and
first-year boosters are the same regardless of living situa-
tion. After that, continued vaccination will depend on con-
versations held during the annual exam between the
attending doctor and the pet’s owners. Annual rabies vacci-
nation IS required by this clinic even in indoor 
only cats.

6

Online Pharmacies
Given the current state of the economy, we all find ourselves
being forced to stick to a budget.

While we do not believe that you should have to choose
between caring for the furry four-legged member of your fami-
ly and still be able to provide for the two-legged variety, we do
understand that for some, it has come to that.

Online pharmacies, as well as the inventory they offer, have
grown in the past few years and this has not been more evi-
dent as the growth they have seen in the past six months.We
understand that choices have to be made in order for you to
provide for your family, but ask that you utilize some caution
when clicking on that “great” deal on Heartgard online.

Many products sold by these online pharmacies are not U.S.
labeled products.This means that even though the packaging
may look the same or similar online, it may not be the same
product sold in the U.S.

Many of these pharmacies obtain their products illegally and
many are not approved by the FDA or EPA. Many may have
been stored in conditions that do maintain these 
products safety.

As a veterinary clinic, we are able to provide you with many
incentives, discounts or rebates because manufacturers intend-
ed for their products to be sold through a 
licensed veterinarian.

Products such as Heartgard Plus and IverhartMax come with a
guarantee stating that they will cover the reasonable cost of 
treatment if your pet tests positive for parasites that it claims 

to cover if the product was given according to label directions
and it was purchased through your licensed veterinarian.

Online pharmacies require you to purchase products in whole
cartons.This means that you would need to purchase either 12
or six months of heartworm preventative.While we do
encourage our clients to give their pets heartworm preventa-
tive all year long, some choose to give during the heartworm
season which is April 1 through December 1.This means that
you would need to purchase nine pills to protect your pet for
the entire season. Online pharmacies do not allow you that
flexibility, therefore your pet is left unprotected for three
months out of the season.

Below is a table showing you the savings that you receive pur-
chasing some of these products through us. In addition, it
comes with the added comfort of knowing that the products
are labeled by the appropriate US authorities, it was stored
properly, you’ll receive incentives as well as guarantees and
should your pet have an issue after taking the medication, we
are here to help.

All prices, unless noted, are either based on quantity that you
would have to purchase to receive free shipping or the mini-
mum quantity that the online pharmacy requires you to pur-
chase.We charge a $6 prescription fee for each written pre-
scription requested. A written prescription is required for each
pet and each product.This only applies to products which
require a prescription to be dispensed.

The first column shows our price and the second is the online
pharmacy price.

$5 REBATE
With the purchase of 12 month supply

SCRIPT FEE
$6 script fee for

0–25 lbs $54.76 $54.99

26–50 lbs $72.16

$3 REBATE
With the purchase of 6 month supply

$5 REBATE
With the purchase of 12 month supply

SCRIPT FEE*
$6 script fee for

6–12 lbs 6 month: $19.92
12 month: $40.84

$25.99+s/h
$40.99+s/h

26–50 lbs 6 month: $20.88
12 month: $42.76

$69.99

51–100 lbs $88.12 $83.99 25.1–50 lbs
6 month: $30.72
12 month: $62.44

$27.99+s/h
$42.99+s/h

$35.99+s/h
$58.99

Heartguard Plus

Iverhart Max

Continued on page 7
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How to Read and Interpret Pet
Food Labels (Part 1 of 2)
By Diana Nelson, CVT 

Today’s pet owners are more health conscientious with the
food their pets consume. But do you really know what your
pet is eating? It can be a little intimidating reading the entire
list, knowing what’s going into your pet’s stomach is very
important.Whether you are in search of a new brand of pet
food, or just wanting to get a better understanding of the
ingredients your pet is consuming, the information provided
below will help you make more informed decisions about
your pet’s food.

IInnggrreeddiieenntt  LLiisstt

All ingredients are listed in order based on
weight (from heaviest to lightest) with the
water content being included in each
ingredient. For example, if poultry is the
main ingredient, (meaning first on the list),
this would include the weight of the poultry
plus its water content.That may be easy to
understand, but some ingredient lists can
get to be a little tricky. For example, if the
ingredient list reads,“chicken, ground corn,
corn gluten, ground wheat, corn bran, wheat
flour, wheat middling,” etc., you would still
assume that chicken would be the primary
ingredient, right? Actually, if you were to group all of the corn
ingredients as one, they may actually outweigh the chicken
(less the water).Therefore, it is very important to read the
food label thoroughly.

If the wording “meat by-product” is on the ingredient list,
this would be the clean parts of slaughtered animals,
NOT including meat.This would be the lungs, spleen,
kidneys, brain, liver, blood, bone, stomach and intestines
freed of any contents.

If the wording “poultry by-product” is on the ingredient list,
this would be the clean parts of slaughtered poultry, NOT
including meat.This includes heads, feet and their internal
organs (lungs, heart, kidneys, liver, intestines and abdomen).

GGuuaarraanntteeeedd  AAnnaallyyssiiss

All pet food labels must state guarantees for the minimum
percentages of crude protein, and crude fat, and the
maximum percentages of crude fiber and moisture.“Crude”
refers to the specific method of testing the product, not to
the quality of the nutrient itself. It can also contain
percentages of ash (minerals), taurine, magnesium, calcium,
phosphorus, sodium and linoleic acid.

NNuuttrriittiioonnaall  AAddeeqquuaaccyy  

Pet food labels and foods consumed by humans are regulated
differently.All pet food labels contain some kind of statement
by the Association of American Feed Control Officials,
(AAFCO), which lets us know the food has met the basic
minimums of the National Research Council’s

recommendations by either lab testing, or the food has been
fed to pets for six months or less without causing any serious
harm to the animals being fed the food.

TThhee  ““RRuulleess””  ffoorr  PPrroodduucctt  NNaammeess

TThhee  9955  PPeerrcceenntt  RRuullee.. These are foods that contain meat,
poultry, or fish in their name. For example,“Tom’s Beef for

Dogs” would have to contain 95% of
beef (without the water). If the product
name contains two meat products, they
both must add up to 95% of that food.

TThhee  2255  PPeerrcceenntt  oorr  ““DDiinnnneerr””  RRuullee.. If the
product is called,“Tom’s Beef Dinner for
Dogs,” it means that the product would
need to contain at least 25% of that
meat product (in this case, beef) without
the water. Other words that may be
used other than “dinner” would be
“platter,”“nuggets,”“formula” and
“entrée.” Since the meat product is only
25%, it most likely will be the third or
fourth ingredient listed on 
the label.

TThhee  33  PPeerrcceenntt  oorr  ““WWiitthh””  RRuullee..  The food only needs to
contain 3% of that species.The food may also contain another
animal source.

““FFllaavvoorr””  RRuullee.. This is used when a specific percentage is not
required, but there must be an adequate amount present to
be detected in the food.

Some foods may be named as “Premium,” “Gourmet,” or
“Natural.” Pet foods with these labels are not obligated to
contain any higher quality or different ingredients, and they are
not held up to any higher nutritional standards.

These are some good guidelines to consider when deciding
on a pet food to feed your pet. Not every pet is the same
and each may have certain nutritional needs that are
important to meet (ex. high energy breeds, puppies, lactating
females, or any medical condition that warrants prescription
food). By understanding the “rules” of reading pet food labels,
you can be sure you’re pet is eating the best choice 
of food.

In the next newsletter: How to Read and Interpret Pet Food
Labels: Doing the Math (Part 2 of 2).
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BUY 6 GET 
1 FREE

6-PACK

0–22 lbs Total of 7 doses: $92.70 6 doses: $78.99

23–44 lbs Total of 7 doses: $94.95 6 doses: $81.99

45–88 lbs Total of 7 doses: $97.14 6 doses: $86.99

Frontline Plus®

60 COUNT
BOTTLE

60 COUNT
BOTTLE

25 mg $62.80 $57.99

75 mg $76.00 $77.99

100 mg $92.80 $82.99

Rimadyl
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89 lbs and up Total of 7 doses: $99.36 6 doses: $88.99

Cat Total of 7 doses: $90.48 6 doses: $78.99
60 COUNT

BOTTLE
60 COUNT

BOTTLE

25 mg $47.80 $48.99

75 mg $58.00 $65.99

100 mg $71.80 $69.99

Vetprofen
Generic Rimadyl

Pet Portraits
We will once again be hosting Grey Oaks
Photography for an afternoon of pet portraits.
Below is scheduling information as well as portrait 
package options.

Please note that theses portraits can include your
“two-legged” family members if you choose.

WWhheenn:: Saturday, October 24, 2009
1:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m.

WWhheerree:: Deer-Grove Veterinary Clinics
Cottage Grove Office Lobby

PPoorrttrraaiitt  PPaacckkaaggee  OOppttiioonnss::
PPaacckkaaggee  11 = (3) 5 x 7 prints for $35

PPaacckkaaggee  22 = (12) 4 x 8 greeting card style 
prints for $49

PPaacckkaaggee  33 = CD of all images with print rights for $49

PPaacckkaaggee  44 = (3) 5 x 7 prints, CD, (12) 
4 x 8 holiday style cards 
PLUS (1) 8 x 10 for $79

CCaallll::  Grey Oaks Photography at
608.215.4289 to
schedule your appointment

The Recession and Your Pet
Unfortunately, humans are not the only species threatened by
the current recession. Shelters have coined the term
“foreclosure pets,” referring to those who are surrendered
because owners can no longer afford to keep them, according
to ABC News. And the ASPCA reports an even more
disturbing trend: animals being abandoned in foreclosed homes.
Found below are a few tips from ABC News on how to lower
costs incurred by your furry friend:

1. Buy quality pet food in bulk. Buying in bulk gives you a better
savings, just be sure to seal in an airtight container so the
food doesn’t spoil.You can also buy a bigger bag and split it
with a friend, neighbor, or family member if your pets eat the
same brand.The higher quality the food, the less your pet
actually eats because they get all of the nutrients they need
in smaller portions.

2. In terms of health care, the best way to save is
PREVENTION, PREVENTION, PREVENTION!
Make sure that your pet is getting proper nutrition
and exercise and keep your pet up-to-date on
vaccines and annual exams! An annual exam can

catch a little problem before it becomes a 
big problem.

Continued on page 8
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3. Brushing your pet’s teeth on a regular basis can save you
money on professional cleanings.

4. Consider doing bathing and nail trims at home to save on
grooming costs.

5. Ask if your veterinarian has generic versions of the name
brand medications your pet is taking.

6.You can also cut back on things like treats and toys in order
to save money.

If you are facing losing your home, or simply cannot afford to
keep your pet anymore, the ASPCA offers these suggestions:

1. Check with family, friends and neighbors to see if anyone 
can provide a temporary (or perhaps permanent) home for
your pet.

2. Contact shelters or rescue groups in advance because
admissions are limited. If they are able to take your pet,
provide them with all medical and behavioral history so they
are better able to place your pet.

3. Some rental properties take pets. Be sure the get a
statement in writing if said rental property agrees.

Some Like it Hot!
The Global Warming Connection
by Leigh Rebillot, CVT

In recent years, there has been an increase in media reports
about the potential effects of climate change, such as rising sea
levels, hurricanes, droughts, shrinking polar ice and extinction of
various wildlife species. Another possible, more menacing effect
of global climate change is the expansion of the endemic range
of disease vectors, including mosquitoes and ticks.This may
translate to an iinnccrreeaasseedd  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ccaasseess  ooff  ttiicckk--bboorrnnee
ddiisseeaasseess, such as Lyme disease, in geographic areas that were
traditionally thought not to harbor ticks.

Lyme disease is the most commonly diagnosed vector-borne
disease in the temperate zones of the northern hemisphere.
The disease is prevalent in several northeastern states
(Connecticut, Delaware, Maryland, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, and Rhode
Island) and two states in the upper Midwest (MMiinnnneessoottaa  aanndd
WWiissccoonnssiinn). Ninety-five percent of human cases occur in these
endemic states, but the range of Lyme disease is steadily
expanding. Some of this expansion may be due to an increase
in the deer population, a change in agricultural practices and an
increase in human activities in wooded areas. However, the
increased geographic range of Lyme disease has also been
attributed to global warming.

By definition, global warming is a phenomenon of worldwide
climate change due to human activities, including widespread
deforestation and increased production of greenhouse gases
(primarily carbon dioxide) from fossil fuel combustion. From
1920 to the present, the average global temperature has
increased by 1.4° F. Current research predicts that this number
will continue to increase by an additional 2.5° F to 10.4° F by
the year 2100, with the UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess  pprreeddiicctteedd  ttoo  eexxppeerriieennccee
tteemmppeerraattuurree  iinnccrreeaasseess  3300%%  aabboovvee  tthhee  gglloobbaall  aavveerraaggee. Along
with global warming, an expected increase in precipitation is
expected to have a more complex effect on the prevalence of

tick-borne diseases. It is likely that this
combination of factors can allow ticks to
expand their range northward, and into
higher elevations, into areas that were previously too
cold for them to survive. In addition, climate change can
indirectly impact tick populations by affecting the populations
of host species and the availability of suitable wooded habitats.
For example, the white-footed mouse, a preferred host for tick
larvae, is poorly adapted to cold weather; therefore, warmer
temperatures could increase the mouse population. In addition,
warmer temperatures resulting in an earlier spring and later
autumn could allow ticks to complete their life cycle more
rapidly.This could clearly result in a greater tick population
density and increased opportunities to transmit disease.

SSoo,,  wwhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  lleessssoonn  iinn  aallll  ooff  tthhiiss??  
Be vigilant about using tick and flea prevention products such
as FFrroonnttlliinnee  PPlluuss®® or AAddvvaannttiixx®®.They are easy to use and
applied only once a month. Also be sure to check your pets
from head to toe after coming in from outside, especially if
you’re spending time in heavily wooded areas.Ticks are easily
removed using a tweezers and the sooner they are removed
from your pet, the better. And finally, always do your part to
help control climate change. Use CFL bulbs instead of
traditional incandescent light bulbs; walk, bike or carpool to
work when you can; reduce, reuse and recycle; look into
buying energy efficient home appliances; down-size your Chevy
Suburban for a Toyota Prius; turn the water off while you’re
brushing your teeth and run the lawn sprinkler a little less
often; even grow your own vegetables and start a compost bin
in your backyard! Small changes can help benefit you, your
family and friends, the earth and your pets! 
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BBoorrddeetteellllaa vaccine protects against a bacteria that causes
kennel cough. It is named that because it is common for a
dog to come down with this disease after spending time in
a kennel or other area with lots of dog traffic. Most
boarding kennels will require this vaccine prior to allowing
your dog to board with them, but dogs that go to the
groomer, training classes, daycare or dog parks should also
consider this vaccine.The disease itself is often not life
threatening, but can cause a deep, honking cough that

needs to be treated with antibiotics.This vaccine is 
given annually.

Hopefully this article will clear up some of your vaccination
confusion! As always, feel free to contact the clinic with 
any questions.

DDoo  YYoouu  HHaavvee  VVaacciinnee  CCoonnffuussiioonn  CCoonnttiinnuueedd  ffrroomm  ppaaggee  22

Fundraising Event
First and foremost, we would like to extend a huge thank
you to all of our clients who have so generously donated
to our Vest-A-Dog fundraising efforts.

For those of you who may not be familiar with our
efforts, our long-time receptionist, Stacey, lost her 16-
year-old daughter, Carly, in a car accident on December
18, 2008.

Carly had a huge heart, especially when it came to
animals. Carly was very active in 4-H and showed her
beloved German Shepherd,Wendi, in numerous
obedience shows.

We searched for a way to honor such a wonderful young
women and came upon Wisconsin Vest-A-Dog.This
organization raises funds to purchase bullet proof/stab
proof vests for canine officers in the state.

Each vests costs $840 and we started out with a goal of
vesting one dog in Carly’s honor.We offered nail trims
for $10 and although 84 nail trims seemed like a very
daunting goal, to our amazement, we have vested eight
dogs thus far, but we’re not through yet.

We were introduced to another organization, Dane
County K-9’s, Inc., which raises funds to benefit the Dane
County Sheriff Department’s K-9 Unit. Funds are used
for the purchase and training of the K-9 officers as well
as training for the handlers, vehicle modification and care
of the officers. Average cost for these items is $50,000.

We had enlisted the help of a wonderful client, Cheri
Krisher.Without hesitation, Cheri jumped in to help
spread the word. She challenged her family to see who
could raise the most money.To her amazement, one
family member donated $840 to vest one dog. Stacey
was gracious enough to allow Cheri to vest “Rico” in
honor of her daughter-in-law, LuAnn, who was battling
cancer. LuAnn lost her battle on April 13, 2008.

We will continue to offer nail trims for $10 and proceeds
will be split between both Wisconsin Vest-A-Dog and
Dane County K-9, Inc. in Carly’s memory.

For those who have given to honor this wonderful young
woman, again a huge thank you. For those who wish to
give and continue to help her legacy protect the K-9
officers who put their lives on the line to protect ours
every day, it’s not too late to help.

Your generous support has protected the following 
K-9 officers:

K-9 Officer “Rico” of the Dane County Sheriff ’s Department 

K-9 Officer “Gunne” of the Marshfield Police Department

K-9 Officer “Chico” of the Eau Claire County 
Sheriff ’s Department

K-9 Officer “Gilden” of the Madison Police Department

K-9 Officer “Vegas” of the Milwaukee County 
Sheriff ’s Department

K-9 Officer “Bak” of the Mt. Horeb Police Department

K-9 Officer “Johnny” of the Madison Police Department

K-9 Officer “Cliff ” of the La Crosse County 
Sheriff ’s Department

If you would like further information on either of these
organizations, please visit www.wivestadog.org or
www.danecountyk9.org.
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Do You Have
Vaccine

Confusion?
-by Dr. Empey

Why do vaccines have to be so confusing? All
those letters (DHLPP) and the constantly
changing protocols of who gets what makes a
pet owner’s job difficult when trying to

determine what is best for their pet.This
article will hopefully help explain canine

vaccinations so that every owner can make
informed and educated decisions.

The first thing to be aware of is that our clinic has
recently changed its canine vaccination protocols.We
used to have a distemper vaccination called DHLPP that
protected against several diseases including leptospirosis.
This vaccine was given on an annual basis. Research has
shown that parts of this vaccine last much longer than a
year, so we have changed to using two separate vaccines.
Now your dog will receive a Leptospirosis vaccine that
lasts for one year, and a DHPP vaccine that last for three
years.That sounds great, but what do the vaccines even
protect against?

LLeeppttoossppiirroossiiss is a bacterial disease that can cause kidney
failure. It can be spread from dog to dog through
infected urine, but you can also have a more indirect
transmission through stagnant or slow-moving water.
Infected dogs can also be a threat to people as they shed
the organism in their urine and transmit it to people.The
vaccination may not prevent infection, but it does prevent
the dog from getting sick.This vaccine is notorious for
causing some animals to have an allergic vaccine reaction,
so risk of disease versus risk of reaction need to be
considered. Dachshunds and Yorkies seem to be
especially prone to vaccination reactions with the lepto
vaccine.

The DHPP vaccine protects for the following diseases;
DDiisstteemmppeerr,,  AAddeennoovviirruuss  TTyyppee  22,,  PPaarraaiinnfflluueennzzaa,,  aanndd
PPaarrvvoovviirruuss.. Let’s take a brief look at these diseases.

DDiisstteemmppeerr is a viral disease that is contagious and often
fatal disease that causes respiratory, gastrointestinal, and
nervous system signs. Dogs are infected through airborne
infection similar to how you pick up a cold. Dogs may
cough; have vomiting and diarrhea and seizure.Thanks to
the vaccine, we rarely see this disease anymore, which is
good as it is very contagious and almost always fatal.

AAddeennoovviirruuss  TTyyppee  22  ((oorr  HHeeppaattiittiiss)) is a viral disease that is
very contagious from dog to dog. Dogs will have high
fever, increased thirst, loss of appetite, tonsillitis and
possibly bloody diarrhea.The virus affects the liver,
kidneys, lymph nodes, eyes and other organs. If a dog
recovers, they may have a bluish cast to their eye.

PPaarraaiinnfflluueennzzaa is a viral disease that is very contagious and
leads to respiratory disease and possibly pneumonia in
puppies. Since it is an airborne virus, dogs can spread the
disease through coughing, sneezing or nose-to- 
nose contact.

PPaarrvvoovviirruuss is a viral disease that often is fatal.The virus is
shed in the feces and animals that are infected develop
severe bloody diarrhea and sometimes vomiting.They
also become severely dehydrated.There is no cure for
this disease. Animals often need weeks of supportive care
in the hospital with IV fluids, and even with the best of
efforts, most puppies end up dying.

The other vaccine that all dogs receive is for RRaabbiieess.. The
first time a dog receives this vaccine it is good for one
year. After that it last for three years.This vaccine is
required by law, so all dogs must have it. Rabies virus is
transmitted through saliva and attacks the nervous
system. Skunks, bats, raccoons and foxes are the most
likely carriers of rabies.The disease is fatal within 14 days
of developing signs and can be transmitted to humans
usually through the bite of an infected animal.There are
laws and fines regarding rabies vaccines, so it is important
that your dog always be current on this vaccine.

The final two vaccinations we will talk about is LLyymmee and
BBoorrddeetteellllaa.. Not all dogs receive these vaccines.We
vaccinate only dogs at risk.

LLyymmee  ddiisseeaassee is caused by a bacteria that is transmitted
through the bite of the deer tick. It causes fevers and
lameness. It is treated with a 28-day course of antibiotics.
Dogs that are exposed to heavy tick areas through
hunting, camping or just living in an area with lots of grass
and deer should be given the vaccine.The vaccine may
not always 100% prevent lyme disease, but combining it
with a tick prevention product like Frontline are the best
way to prevent this disease.This vaccine is given annually.

Continued on page 3
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Tick Diseases
Lyme disease isn’t the only disease dogs can become
infected with from ticks. Ehrlichiosis and anaplasmosis are
also tick-borne diseases we see in this area.Tick diseases,
such as ehrlichiosis and anaplasmosis, can show up in
your pet in a number of ways, often mimicking other
ailments. An infected tick needs to be embedded for
24–48 hours to transmit the infection to its host.The
organisms invade circulating leukocytes (white blood
cells) and disseminate via the bloodstream to peripheral
tissues. It is hard to detect if your dog has had a tick on
him/her, as clinical signs of tick-born diseases may not
show until 7–21 days after the initial tick bite, or your
dog may not show any signs at all.

CCaanniinnee  EEhhrrlliicchhiioossiiss
Canine ehrlichiosis is caused by the bacterium Ehrlichia
canis and is transmitted by the brown dog tick. If left
untreated, the disease progresses to a symptom-free
phase, which can last days, months or years.The most
common signs of canine ehrlichiosis include:

• Fever • Loss of appetite
• Depression • Weight loss
• Swollen lymph glands • Swelling of limbs

A broad-spectrum antibiotic will effectively treat
ehrlichiosis. Owners usually see a response to the
antibiotics in two to three days.

CCaanniinnee  AAnnaappllaassmmoossiiss
Canine anaplasmosis is caused by the bacteria Anaplasma
phagocytophilum and is transmitted by the deer tick. It
may also be referred to as dog fever, or dog tick fever.
The most common signs of canine anaplasmosis include:

• Arthritis-like stiffness • Loss of appetite
with painful joints • Diarrhea

• Fever • Lethargy
• Vomiting • Lameness

Also a broad-spectrum antibiotic will effectively treat
anaplasmosis. Owners should see a response in 7–21
days once starting the medication.

PPrreevveennttiioonn
The best prevention for keeping your dog safe from any
tick-born disease is to keep them tick free. Checking your
dog daily for ticks is the best and cheapest preventive. It
only takes a few minutes and your dog will probably
enjoy the body rub! It is best to check the whole body,
just run your fingers through your dog’s hair. If you feel
any bumps just part the hair to see if you found a tick.
An embedded tick can very in size, from the size of a
pinhead to the size of a grape.Ticks are typically brown
or black in color.Tick season in our area typically starts in
April and goes through November.There are several
over-the-counter products and medications available to
prevent ticks, such as typical preventives and collars, but
no method is 100% effective.There are no vaccines for
these two diseases.There is always a chance your dog
could get reinfected with either disease even after
completing treatment.

Superstar
Superstar is a way for us to share informational and
interesting cases with all of our clients. A couple times a
year, a new case will be selected and displayed with
photos in our clinic. Check out Lucky, our first Superstar.
Meet Lucky, a four-month-old Puggle puppy rescued by
Judy and Jon. Judy heard about Lucky through a neighbor,
who is an inexperienced breeder. Lucky (unnamed at the
time) was the last puppy of the litter, and for a reason. It
seems that one of Lucky’s littermates accidentally
scratched Lucky’s eye causing damage.The breeder was
applying eye ointment, but further treatment was
needed and fast! Lucky’s eye was now very swollen, non-
visual, and close to rupturing. Knowing that surgery was
urgent and inevitable for Lucky, Jean and Jon adopted
Lucky and brought him to the veterinary clinic
immediately.

Dr. Knipfer examined Lucky and decided that the only

way to treat Lucky’s eye would be to surgically remove
it, a procedure known as enucleation. Dr. Frame
performed the surgery in which he removed Lucky’s
injured eye and sutured the eye lids closed. Proper pain
management and antibiotics were prescribed to Lucky
for a full, comfortable recovery.

There is an alternative surgery in which a sterile
prosthetic ball is placed in the eye socket prior to
suturing the eye lids closed.The ball gives a more natural
shape (sometimes there may be a slight sunken-in look).
Judy and Jon did not feel it necessary for this procedure.

Lucky’s owners brought him back to the clinic two
weeks later for a suture removal and said Lucky was
doing great! Like Lucky, most other pets that have
enucleation surgery, have no long-term effects. So, as his
name says, Lucky was lucky to have found Jean and Jon.
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We are Finally Joining the 
Age of Technology

We are very excited to announce that have
begun to design a website.We are hoping to

have it up and running within the next one to
two months.

Along with being able to provide you with clinic and medical
information, we will also begin sending your pet’s reminders via
email.We are offering a one-time $2 discount if you provide,
update or confirm your email address.

For those who wish to not receive reminders via email,
postcards will be sent.

Our hope is to also be able to send newsletters via email and
provide you with more seasonal issues regarding your 
pet’s health.

Along with our new website, we will have an online store

which will allow you to purchase medication such as
heartworm preventative as well as flea and tick products and
have them sent directly to your home.

Each client will also have the opportunity to create a Pet
Portals account, which will allow you to access your pet’s
records at home. It will allow you to email appointment and
medication refill requests. Pet Portals will even allow you to
create email reminders to send to yourself to remind you to
give your pet heartworm preventative, apply flea/tick
preventative or even remind you of an upcoming appointment
with us.

Watch your inbox in the future for updates on our progress.

Baby and Me
I’m back! It’s been a long time, but I can’t wait to tell you
what has been going on in my life. For those of you who
don’t remember me. My name is Kasey, and I am a three-
year old Bichon/Cocker/Poodle mix. I am the special doggie
receiving injections because of my allergies. My “mom” is a
receptionist at Deer-Grove Veterinary Clinic.This story isn’t
just about me, but about my new “baby sister” that has
joined my family. My sister, Hanna, joined my family on
November 3, 2008. BUT my family was planning for her
arrival before she came.They were worried about how I
would feel once she came into this world.You see I was
basically the only child, besides my cat sister. I was used to
being the one who got ALL the kisses and attention. My
“mom” and “dad” went to a class at Babies R Us put on by
the Dane County Humane Society.They received a lot of
information about bringing a baby home when there are
pets in the home. Unfortunately, one of the top reasons
that animals are surrendered to the Humane Society is
when a child is added to a family. Besides having a
volunteer talk to their group, my family also received a
folder with lots of information. From a list for getting your
pet baby ready, different games to play, and helpful ideas for
creating a safe and happy household.They even received a
CD of crying baby sounds to play for me before my “baby
sister” arrived home.The Dane County Humane Society is
offering this class for $7 per family at different locations
around the area.To find out more information about the
Baby-Ready Pets class, please contact Emily at the D.C.H.S.
The number is (608) 838-0413 ext# 115 or e-mail her at
esteinwehe@giveshelter.org.There is no reason to have to
get rid of a pet just because you are having a baby. You
need to prepare your pet for the change. Most dogs are
used to being the “baby” of the family and may find it
difficult to lose this position.The American Kennel Club
suggests these steps: Make gradual changes to your dog’s

routines—such as where the dog sleeps or when he
exercises—before the baby comes home, so the dog will
not associate the changes with the baby. Play a tape
recording of a baby crying in your house for increasing
lengths of time so you dog can adjust to the new sounds.
Bring an article of the baby’s clothing or a baby blanket
home from the hospital so the dog can get used to the
infant’s scent. And no matter what, never leave even the
most trusted dog alone with a baby or small child. I am
glad that my “mom” and “dad” took the time to prepare
me for Hanna. I have learned to love my “baby sister,” plus
it doesn’t hurt that I get lots of praise and treats when I am
a good doggie around her! My “mom” says that Hanna and
I are going to be best friends—I can’t wait!

Woof,

Kasey 

PAWPRINTPRINTTH
E

DEER-GROVE VETERINARY CLINIC SPRING/SUMMER 2009

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
Do You Have Vaccine Confusion? ............................2–3
Fundraising Event..............................................................3
How to Read and Interpret Pet 
Food Labels (Part 1 of 2) ..............................................4
Feline Vaccines ..................................................................5
Online Pharmacies ......................................................6–7
Pet Portraits ......................................................................7
The Recession and Your Pet......................................7–8
Some Like it Hot! The Global
Warming Connection......................................................8
Tick Diseases ....................................................................9
Superstar ............................................................................9
We Are Finally Joining the Age of Technology ........10

1

1470390-NEW-518030-01A : 1470390-NEW-518030-01A, Flat 1 of 4 - Pages: 8, 1, 04/13/09 05:41 PM




