                                              Pet Insurance
I think the time has come to consider purchasing health insurance for pets.  I will admit that over the years I have not had a favorable opinion of health insurance for pets, I’ve felt that it was adding a middle man to the relationship of the pet owner and veterinarian, and that for this middle man to exist would require the pet owner to pay more for the care of their friend.  Like many insurance policies pet insurance does not cover preexisting conditions therefore, it is necessary to have the insurance before anything goes wrong.  The exception to this is that many policies will cover congenital defects if the coverage is started when your pet is young before the defect is diagnosed.  

The reason for my change of heart is the realization of what some rather common procedures cost.  Diagnostic procedures like Ultrasound, MRI, and CT scans are available.  Repairing a knee injury or a broken bone can quickly climb into the thousands of dollars, chemotherapy is available for cancer but again it will also cost thousands of dollars.  I think that it is wonderful that such treatments are available.  However, the reality is that many people cannot afford such treatments so insurance will allow you to provide better care for your pet.

There are many different coverage’s available from different companies. Some cover “well care”, some cover dental work, but almost none will cover a preexisting condition.  An exception is that some policies will cover congenital defects but you probably can’t wait until it is diagnosed to seek coverage.  While researching this subject I discovered that if your pet tears the cruciate ligament in one knee it is considered preexisting and therefore if the second knee is injured it will not be covered by any of the policies that I’ve seen.  

Overall the use of these procedures and diagnostic devices is probably less expensive than it would cost for equivalent procedures on humans however, the cost of use on humans is usually hidden by a third party payer so all we see is the deductible that we are responsible for paying.  Due to the deep emotional bond that some of us feel toward our pets and the possibility that treatments that at one time were out of the question have now become available, pet owners are willing to seek and expect a new level of care for their pets.

It is important to review the policies completely when you are purchasing to make sure you know exactly what you are getting.  I recently had a dog in the clinic that had been hit by a car and sustained very serious injuries, I was relieved when the owners told me that they had insurance for their dog.  The “policy” was issued by one of the big national chain clinics and it only covered “well care” which did nothing to pay for the dogs’ injury treatments.  
There is too much information available to include it all in our newsletter.  If you have questions about comparisons of insurance policies I would be happy to share the information that I have on the subject.
